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From the Editors’ Desk

Education all over the world is going through vast changes during these yeal
Generations from ancient periods usededént methods for imparting knowledge and
skills among the young ones. Revolution in information and communication technologit
necessitated changes in the tools and techniques of education as in any other fiel
human endeavoEducation in Kerala is also undeing transformation during this
period with major attempts for making general education system more updated a
attractive according to the needs and aspirations of time. General education institutic
in Kerala are becoming more and more attractive for general publierddif academic
and infrastructural initiatives introduced by the General Education Department of Kera
Government under the ‘General Education Rejuvenation Campaign’ as a part of ‘Na
Kerala Mission’have helped in this academic revolutibsademic master plans, hi-
tech classrooms, bio-diversity parks, ‘Malayalathilakkam’ (luster of Malayalam),
‘Ganithavijayam’ (success in Mathematics), ‘Hello English’ etc. are some of the
programmes aimed at the improvement in quality of education.

It is in this context District Institute of Education ardining (DIET), Palakkad
is presenting theédssue of its annual research journal ‘Edu-Reflections’ for the academi
year 2018-19s it is an attempt by the DIE®D understand, reflect and disseminate the
innovations, experimentations and researches in the field of education inside and outs
the district, maximum &brt was taken to include such works in this issue of the journal.
It starts with a study of the educational situation in the district with reference to th
results of public examinations and national surveys. It is followed by papers on tw
major studies conducted by DIET during 2018-19 on talent labs in schools and on t
role of Kudumbasree mission in the education of tribal studeappadi. Besides
an article on the initiatives by District Centre for English (DCE) under DifgIouts
by Sreekrishnapuram Block Panchayat (‘Nanma@ School’) and by teachers fevemtif
schools inside and outside the district (‘flipped classroom’, ‘evolving rhymes’, schoc
with total home library‘Kunhumalayalametc- presented at ‘Chokkupodi’, one day
teacherslearning congress heldaanallur on 9 March, 2019 aganised by ‘RISING
4" Alanallur) during the year are also included in this issue.

It is expected that the presentoef will reflect at least some of the major
advancements in the field of education during the last year and will throw light on tt
future paths to march ahead in the coming years.

Dr. P. Ramakrishnan, Dr. A. Rajendran,
Editor Chief Editor
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MARCHING FORWARD

Dr. A.Rajendran

Abstract

The paper analyses the quality of education up to secondary level in Palakkad district, Kerala wit
refeence to the datadm results in public examinations and national level achievement studies. The data wer
analysed with pvious yearesults and with thessults of other districts in detail and it was found that Palakkad
district is maching fomward with its educational achievements and successes in 2019 with sotcersimgs
and limitations Activities for ovetoming these limitations and constraintg also suggested which include
attention to learning outcomes, identification of learning gaps, teach&rgsional development and designing

quality interventions.

Intr oduction
Marching forward for excellence is a universal

yearsThe data of Nation@lchievement Survey017
(NAS, 2017) are available which is considered as a

phenomenon. Over the years, Palakad also marchedreliable, credible and scientific data regarding

towards the goal of quality and attained much, but
still a long distance to go. Palakkad is thegéest
district in Kerala with distinct cultural, historical and
political identity and uniquenegss thickly populated
district (28,09,934, Census-2Djl prominently
agrarian people, with significant tribal presence pose
rich possibilities along with challenges especially in
educational sector he district has contributed in all
fields not only in artistic and physical events but in
academic achievement too. But we couidexploit

the full potential of the district and reach to the highest
level in this world of extreme competitions apart from
occasional succes$his paper tries to analyse the

existing parameters and quality conditions and prepare

achievement in school education.

Details of the NAS Report Card (20017) about
Palakkad district is given ifable 1.

Table 1

Details of the NAS Report Card (2017)
about Palakkad

STD EVS | Lang. | Maths | Science
1 68.83 | 63.67 64.52 -
v 59.53 | 59.83 61.18 -
VIII 30.72 | 62.01| 49.67 35.97

This data shows that 60 plus percentage
achievement is observed in almost all subjects in

aroadmap to ensure a consistent excellence in the field Primary classes. But a serious concern is needed ir

of education.
Objectives

1. To analyse the existing quality conditions exist
in Palakkad particularly in education field
2. To identify issues décting progress of
academic quality in the district
3. To develop a roadmap for action to address
the issues in the educational field
Analysis of ExistingAchievement Level
NCERT has been periodically conductingdar
scale surveys of learning achievement in Government

andAided schools of grade I, 'gndVIll in dif ferent
curricular areas since 2001 with an interval of three

the VIl standard result where the lowest is Social
Science (30.72%) followed by Science with 35.97%.
Mathematics performance in high schools also poses
much challenge with 49.67% which is much lower
when compared to 64.52 in STD Il

SSLC Result 2019

The SSLC result is considered as an indicator
of quality in school educatiolVe are able to achieve
highest ever pass percentage of 96.51 which is 0.87%
higher than the previous ye@ur increase in resultis
higher in the state too. Comparison of the rate of
increase in results with some other districts is given
in Table 2.
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Table 2
Comparison of Increase in SSLC Results
Among Districts

District % of Incr ease in Result
Palakkad 0.87
Thiruvananthapuran 0.73
Kasaragod 0.69

It is also noted tha¥Wayanad (0.65%),
Kottayam (0.29%), Ernakulam (.26%) almdrissur
(0.11%) registered a negative growth during the
academic year

The schools which scored 100% result success
increased considerably to 69 of which majority bagged
by Government schools. Itis also noted that 19 schools
got 100% result minus one, which shows the devotion
of schools to the cause of qualifhis analysis shows
that about 50% of the schools could eliminate the
tragedy of failure from schools.

Full A+ victory

Full A+ is accepted as another indicator of
quality of school educatio® consistent increase is
observed in this area too when compared to previous
year Details of the number of schools in the District
with full A+ victory in the SSLC examination March,
2019 are given iffable 3.

Table 3
Details of the Number of Schools in the District
with Full A+ Victory in the
SSLC Examination March, 2019

Year |Ottappalam|Palakkad|Mannarkkad

2018 534 929 713

2019 590 926 707
Percentags 4.6% 4.9% 7.35%

This table shows that state average of 9.5% is
still a dream to our educational districts where we
have to go a long distance.

Subject wise analysis

Chemistry comes first in the area of
unsuccessful candidates followed by Mathematics and
Social Science.

LSS/USS Result

District shows a remarkable achievement in
LSS/USS exam which is recognised as measuring tool
of primary school by societpetails of LSS and USS
results of diferent sub districts for 2018 and 2019
are given infable 4.

Table 4
Comparative Table of LSS and USS Results of
Different Sub Districts for 2018 and 2019

S| No| Sub District LSS/USS| 2018| 2019
01 | Ottappalam LSS 23 70
USS 32 42

02 [ Cherpulassery LSS 79 119
USS 38 79

03 | Shornur LSS 21 47
Uss 20 39

04 | Thrithala LSS 44 82
USS 44 51

05 | Pattambi LSS 100 | 135
USS 43 75

06 | Alathur LSS 25 48
USS 22 29

07 | Chittur LSS 54 97
USS 21 35

08 | Kuzhalmannam LSS 29 60
Uss 14 25

09 | Palakkad LSS 63 85
USS 37 37

10 | Kollengode LSS 19 51
USS 33 47

11 | Parali LSS 39 72
USS 22 28

12 | Mannarkkad LSS 157 | 273
USS 69 124

LSS 653 | 1139

Total USS | 395| 611

Talent empowerment Pogrammes

The district participated in prestigious STEPS
and NuMaths examinations and students from
Palakkad bagged first position in both examinations
in 2019.

Vol.6 No.1 6
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Findings of the Baseline Examinations

. Classroom interactions and process are not in
a satisfactory level as the result of NAS are
still below 70 %

. Serious concerns are observed in the case of e

Social Science and Science hSTD where
NAS result shows least in the state with
30.72% and 35.97%

. It is observed that Chemistry is the least
performed subject in SSLC examination
which is to be read along with poor NAS result
of Science (which is not accidental or isolated)

. The percentage @&+ holders in 2019 in the
State is around 10% but the district could
achieve 5% to 7%. Morefefts are needed to
reach in tune with thet&e average.

. The unsuccessful students in SSLC is a social,
emotional and personal issue which is to be
reduced to the minimum

. More eforts are needed to keep Mathematics
in tune with other subjects

Recommendations and Follow-up

. Attention to learning outcomes

Whatever may be the cause, but failure is
failure, particularly at young age. Sofaets
should be made to ensure zero D+ in all
schools. Schools with more failure in number
should be concentrated

MaximumA+ campaign should be undertaken
to give a positive message to community that
public education attains quality

Active involvement in talent enrichment
programmes is to be expanded

. Ensure efective elassoom transaction
The classrooms should not be a result-oriented
tuition centres instead a collaborative
knowledge construction centre

Edu-Reflections March 2019
. Identify gaps in learning

Serious campaign should be chalked out to
ensure minimum literacy and numeracy to all
students through a short, planned package

Teacherprofessional development

Teachers play a crucial role in ensuring quality
in school educationeachers are to be fully
motivated to search for quality interventions
for solving classroom issues. Preparing
creative teachers, professional teachers and
innovative teachers require a lot of clearly
designed professional development
programmes.

. Designing quality interventions

More emphasis should be given to creative
reading and productive writing skills. In
addition to this, schools should act as talent
labs where all types of abilities is properly
catered to and developédithe schools should
be developed as innovative centres. More
interventions are needed to foster
collaboration and involvement.

Conclusion

The unigueness of Palakkad is a strength and
not a limitation. In the current situation more can be
done provided that a proper coordination ofedtént
agencies and use the symefor the development

Reference

NCERT.(2017).National Achievement Suey
(NAS, 2017New Delhi: NCER,
www.NCERT.nic.in

Pareekshbhavan, Department of General Education,
Kerala. (2019). SSLC Result, Mar@@]19.
www.keralapareekshabhavargor

Pareekshbhavan, Department of General Education,
Kerala. (2019). LSS/USS Result, ,2019.

www.keralapareekshabhavargor

Dr. A. Rajendran is the Principal, District Institute of Education anddining (DIET), Palakkad, Kerala.
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DISTRICT CENTRES OF ENGLISH (DCE) -
A NEW VENTURE FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING

Tell me and | forget. €ach me and | remember
Involve me and | learn. -Benjamin Franklin

It is a very sensible advice. Nowsittime for
us to get involved. Involving the students and teachers
into the world of English will surely help them to
prepare for the future.The beginning of District
Centres of English can be seen as a part of this
preparation.

District Centres of English (DCE) are the
teacher training institutes functioning under
Directorate of Public Instruction, Government of
Kerala, for providing comprehensive training for
teachers of English in government &ided schools
of the stateThere were only four District Centres of
English in the state Fhiruvananthapuram, Kollam,
Thrissur and Kozhikode. But in the year 2018-19
Government has sanctioned approval to set up DCEs
in the remaining ten districts in the state as part of
DIETs. So, the Director of Public Instruction, Kerala
has issued orders to set up DCEs in all districts which
are co- located in DIEST

Aims and Objectives

DCEs epitomize the futuristic vision of the
Department of General Education to raise the
benchmark of quality in English language teaching
and learning. It is hoped that the academic
interventions of DCEs would, on the one hand
strengthen the competence of every learner and on
the other catalyze a process of quality improvement
in all the aspects of school education. DCEs aim at
achieving the following objectives.

. To familiarize the teachers of English with
modern methods and techniques of teaching
English

. To ensure the professional development of
teachers.

. To improve the standard of English among the
learners

. To develop a collaborative work culture

among the teachers

Dr. V. T. Jayaram

To enable teachers to improve their confidence
in using English and make children enjoy
learning English.

To offer need-based training to teachers on a
sustained basis.

. To enable teachers use technology in the
teaching/learning of English using various
modes such Language Labs and other digital
initiatives.

The importance of Language Labs

The Language Laboratqrgn audio or audio-
visual or digital multimedia installation used as an
aid in language learninghere are a good number of
compelling reasons to give language labs as part of
every DCE.

. Teacher can use them to give every student
individual attention, even in a lg& group
class.

. Students can take their time and progress at
the pace that is comfortable for them.

. Teachers get to hear every studenbice.

. Even students who would normally be too shy

or frightened to speak up in front of a class
will feel more at ease working with labs.

Structur e of Language Labs

A language lab has three major components,
teacher console, student consoles and the software
Though the language lab set up in DCEs cannot be
considered as a full-fledged one as in RIESI
Bengaluru, 8ll one teacher console and twenty
student consoles are ensured in each lab which consis
of computers with appropriate software, microphone,
head phones for users and internet connectivity

Open ended Language Lab Softwa

Language Labs play a crucial role in providing
practice to students in listening and speakifige
software used in it is also important, because it

Vol. 6 No.1 8
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influences the déctive usage for classroom
transactionWe can say that the software M Guru,
used in the language labs of Kerala is by angkelan
accordance with our curriculum and text books even
though it is not directly connected with text book
contents. The English language used is intelligible
Indian EnglishThis M guru software is an online web
application for students to learn English joyfully from
classes 1 to mhe software M guru is developed by
KITE in consultation with Directorate of Public
Instruction, SCER and Samagra Shiksha, Kerala.

The five major content areas of M guru
software are Booksyideos, Rhymes, Explore and
Daily quest.The menu has options for listening to
stories, rhymes and for doing a number of reading
comprehension, vocabulary and grammar related
activities. Most of these activities are interesting,
joyful and funnyActivities from the software can be
integrated into teaching manuals based on the theme
of the lessons.

Two-day Software Familiarisation Workshop

Familiarization of M guru software is
mandatory for all the teachers for better English
Teaching and learning. M guru gives a technological
support for learning/acquiring English. Presently we
have no opportunity to handle all the English classes
using technology So, a two-day software
familiarization workshop is given to the selected
teachers with the following objectives.

Objectives:
. To enable the participants, get familiarised

themselves with M guru web application used
in DCE language labs.

. To make all teachers confident in using the
language lab software as part of teaching
English at elementary level.

. To empower the teachers for using electronic
gadgets for déctive class room instruction
. To expose the students to a variety of self-

instructional, learner friendly modes of
language learning.

. To enable the teachers to integrate the activities
from the software into teaching manuals based

on the themes of the lessons/stories being
engaged with.

. To explore the possibilities of the language lab
for transforming normal classes to a child
friendly classrooms.

. Explore the possibilities of software for
language acquisition and empowerment.

Eight Batches with 150Teachers

We could conduct eight batches of training
between October 2018 and March 2019 in the
language lab of our DCRround 150 teachers from
different sub districts had attended in the work shop.
One batch was exclusively for the trainers of Samagra
Siksha Kerala.

Content in the Module

Familiarizing the software by explaining the
contents in it and how that can be used for developing
language enrichment were discusséde use of
stories, poems, videos, and other activities in
elementary classes were shared. How the software ic
linked with evaluation, sharing of the Software with
Samagra, how it can be linked to learning of English
in our elementary classroom were the other areas
included in the module.

We hope, through the items available in M
guru Children will get opportunities fdistening,
reading, speaking and writing in meaningful and
interesting contexts. It will promote a joyful and
interactive platform for English language learning.

In the second session RP acting as a facilitator
gave instruction and asked the participants to go
through and explore the software individually

The third session was a try out/Simulation.
Here the RP displayed the categories on white board
and assigned each area tofeliént groups for
exploration such as Bookgideo, Rhymes, Explore,
and Daily quest and asked the participants to do
simulation based on each area.

Each group prepared for the simulation and
presented for whole class.

In the second day micro planning for the
selected area was done by preparing Tigaching
manual with teacher talk and simulated by each group.

Vol. 6 No.1 9



ISSN : 2321-395%

Simulation of the area assigned to each group within
five-member group and presentatioof the best
performances in random for the whole class was
effective.

Exploring the pedagogic potentials of the

Edu-Reflections March 2019
School planning

The participants sat in sub district wise group
and planned the possibilities for implementing the
software in their classes and the need of recording
the current level of children in listening, speaking,

software was another session. How we can use each reading and writing.

component of the material for enhancing listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills of student was
discussed in detail. Participants once again explored
the BooksYideos, Rhymes, Explore, and Daily Quest
and fixed the learning outcomes that can be achieved
through each component.

Categorical analysis of software based on
classroom needs was also done.

Impact of the training

All the participants gave a positive feedback
on this programmeThey were enthusiastic and
enegetic to share these among their students and
colleagues.

From the feedback of Mrs.Jayasree, LPST
ALPS Elavally

e H el .f.:.u:lrr iy mm-..;_mgll {-,_{_,t;;,q.n k. Ma el s L-.'-'-"I'-lh'—L
b (tawmd e leqimp el "i-'u_.‘-"‘;:"t ﬁ_—,.'._._tg:_: Aol o oo Lled A
Tl mype eloor 1 pene mipge  Lwedlie ek Sliaet Oue - TnaGalus e
s cug Jor  ewdnoued: Ao wnlue ol sdudalmin, bh

LiEr |:|I LERef e
(e | ‘1"

JFL- alla] r|.?.|::=‘|r
G il .""'E. AL -

Some feedbacks, concerns and suggestions from
teachers

e Itwas a nice training and M guru app is good for
learning English.
e Ithelpedto develop a professional improvement.
e It will make the class room more live.
* First time | got training in such a Hi tech set up.
* 2 periods for IT in time table will be used for this.
* More videos and rhymes are needed.
« Offline version of soft ware is also needed.
e Errors in some activities
e Concerns about the facilities in school
e Online soft ware
* Insufficient time at schools.
Conclusion
District Centres of English (DCE) started as a

part of DIETS can be seen as a new venture for English
Language Learning. Dedicated smart teachers can only

fha pLoqran rrigdied o :;fu\ ok f-'l\. U.’T':'@"-'i""'“

As far as the training is concerned, though 160
teachers were expected, about 150 came for training
and they really enjoyed the programme. Maybe it is
for the first time they are getting a training in such a
Hi-tech set up with individual lap tops, head phone,
micro phone, net connectivity etc. Even though
common internet connection was available, most of
the participants were used their smart phone for it.
The participant teachers were enthusiastic and
enegetic and they could integrate the available E
resources in the soft ware with their textual units.

Proper monitoring mechanism is mandatory to ensure
the efective use of E resources for class room
transactionAt the same time infra structure facilities
should also be developed in each school. Let us hope
that our teacher community will be able to explore
the possibilities of software for language acquisition
and empowerment.

Reference

change the present set up of teacher oriented, text book GOVt of Kerala (2018)Guideline for District Cen

based teaching with more emphasis to translation in
mother tongue and writing question answer method
in English classThe use of technology in language
learning is the need of the time.

for English & Module for Softwar
Familiarisation Taining, Dept. of Education.

Govt. of Kerala (2018).M. Guru EnglishApp -A
Guide for Bachers in KeralaDept. of
Education.

Dr. V.T. Jayaram is a Senior LectureDistrict Institute of Education and faining (DIET), Palakkad, Keralg.
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A STUDY ON TALENT LAB-ITS PRACTICES
AND POSSIBILITIES

M. Saheedali

Abstract

A study was conducted by District Institute of Education aadtihg (DIET), Palakkad about the
functioning of “Blent Labs’- a ppject implemented by General Education dépant of Kerala Government
in its schools for developing the specific talents in caiidData was collecteddm five selected schools in
Palakkad and Malappuram districts using specific tootppred for the purpose. 93.33 % of pats wee
satisfied with talent lab activities, majority of teachers (90.48 %) have knowledge aboutjéwt and it
was found that therwas positive changes in chigair due to their involvement in talent lab activities.

Intr oduction

Each child is uniqueTheir abilities may be
different. Education aims to bring out the hidden
potentials of every individual. For that each child is
to be treated as a unit. It is the duty of the teacher to
identify the talents of each student and to nurture itin
a non competitive environmenthen only we can
make our school as a talent lab.

The aim of talent lab is to ensure that every
child in a school is getting proper support and
motivation in the area of his aptitude. In order to
materialize this aim, talent lab activities should
become the part of their academic master pldmen
all schools become talent labs we can build up the
confidence of all children and make them good
citizens for future India.

The study on possibilities and practice of
Talent labs in schools carried out by DIP&lakkad
throw light to the condition of talent labs in school
and the measures to be taken to achieve its aims.

Objectives

. To identify the present practicesTalent lab
activities done in schools

. To disseminate the innovative practices done
as the part ofalent lab in schools

. To suggest the measures for the proper

implementation offalent lab in schools.

Methodology

Sample: Purposive sampling is used for data
collection.The schools had been selected by the
concerned educational foders based on the
performance ifalent lab activities.The schools had
been selected from Palakkad and Malappuram districts
as sample for the studyhey are

1. GLPS Pallavoor

DIET lab schoolAnakkara

GUPS Kongad

GUPS Puthiyankam

GUPS Kalikavu

a koD

Method of data collection

Normative survey was used for the stuiye
investigators were selected from schools, BRCs and
DIETs. The tools for the study were prepared in a
creative workshop by team of experts and the data
were collected by the same team who prepared the
tools.

Tools

In order to make the study qualitative and
scientific, six tools had been developed and used for
data collection .They were

1. Tool for desk top analysis
2. Interview schedule for Heads of schools.
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Satistical techniques used

Percentage analysis was used for the analysis of
data. Besides, qualitative analysis was also done on

Table 1
Data from the Interview with Parents
SI.No Area No of Parents| %
1 Knowledge about talent lab project 12 80
2 Persons who recognized talent in their children 14 93.35
3 Persons who involved in talent lab activities 13 86.67
4 Persons opined that talent lab activities can change their children 14 93.33
5 Persons who can give support in talent lab 11 73.33
6 Persons who completely satisfied with talent lab activities 14 93.33
Table 2
Data from Interview with Teachers
SILNo | Subject No. of teachers| %
1 Persons who have clear idea about talent lab 19 90.48
2 Persons who can recognize the talents of all students in the class 4 19.04
3 Prepared class wise talent register 5 21
4 Identified changes among students who involved in talent lab, 13 61.9
Table 3
Data from Interview with Students
SI'No Area No. of Sudents | %
_ _ Language 13 43.33
1 Subjects for learning Maths 08 56.66
Science 09 30
2 | Students who succeed in competitions after talert lab 13 43.30
Major findings . 93.35% of parents can recognize the talent
. 80% of parents have thorough knowledge resource of their children, it is a remarkable
about the activities of talent lako fulfill the one.
objectives of talent lab project, the remaining ° 73.33% of parents can give support in the

Interview schedule for teachers.

Interview schedule for parents. discussion.
Interview schedule for students Analysis

Tool for Focus group discussion

Edu-Reflections March 2019
the basis of interviews, observation and focus group

Based on the collected data in relation with
desktop analysis, interviews with heads of the
institution, teachers, parents and students and from
the focus group discussion, consolidation were made.
Details are given iffable 1, 2 and 3.

20% of parents should be enter the process

of talent tab.
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86.67 % of parents were involved in the talent
lab activities at school level

93.33 % of parents were fully satisfied with
talent lab activities

Majority of teachers (90.48 %) have thorough
knowledge about the talent lab project. But
they cannot recognize the talents of all
students in the class.

Only 19.04 % teachers can recognize the
talents of their students.

21% of teachers were maintaining the talent
register in schools.

It is noted that, no teacher is involved in the
preparation of the talent card to the respective
students.

61.9% of teachers opined that there was a
positive change in the behavior of the children
due to their involvement in the talent lab
activities.

43.33% of students were interested to learn
language, 26.6% interested to learn

mathematics and 30% of students interested
to learn science.

With the involvement in talent lab activities,
43.3 % of students can succeed in various
competitions.

Suggestions

The achievements of students in talent lab
activities should be considered for their CE

The integration of talent lab activities with the
learning subjects can be provided.

Monitoring should be strengthened to
maintain and talent register and preparation
of talent card.

Identification and use of local resources can
help the talent lab activities as a successful
one.

The intervention of LSGD and PEC should
be increased in the talent lab activities.
A register of bio-diversity resources in

connection with the school can be kept in the
school.
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‘NANMA@SCHOOL '-A ROJECT BY SREEKRISHNAPURAM BLOCK
PANCHAYAT FOR SOCIAL INTERVENTION OF SCHOOLS

Aboobacker, A.,
E. Surendran, T.P Latha & K. Usha

Dr. P. Ramakrishnan

Abstract

The paper highlights an educationalgpect named ‘Nanma@ SchodlGoodness@ School)
implemented by 8ekrishnapuiram Block Panchayat in Palakkad Distict, Kerala. It wagsruezed in
connection with the ‘Rakthasakshygmartyrdom) campaign by the Government of Kerala to memorize
Gandbhi in his 150birth anniversay. The poject containing activities for spading the messages of Mahatma
Gandhi among the local community was implemented by 9 schools under the block during the academ
year 2018-19. It was found that theopct helped schools ineating awaeness among chilen and local
community about the ill effects ofudrand alcohol and teeduce their use among people in the localities. It
also helped the schools to work closely with local community and in gettimysocal acceptance and

support.

Intr oduction

After the 73 and 74" constitutional
amendments, the administration of school education
in India witnessed drastic transformations in its
approaches, structures and functions (NBEP
Country-wide 8udies on Educationaldministration,
1991-2001). Emphasis was made on the changes for
making the administration of educational institutions
more responsive to the educational needs of the people
at the grass root levelyagi, 2012). Bbrts have been
made to decentralize planning and management of
education to the local level so as to make the delivery
of educational programmmes moréeefive.

Importance for local bodies in the
administration of educational institutions is not a new
idea in Indian situations. National Educational Policies
and Commissions repeatedly recommended increased
level of local responsibility for the education of the
massesGovernment of India, 1966, 1986, 201But
it is through the decentralization of powers after the
739 and 74 constitutional amendments; the local
bodies were more empowered and began to work as
Local Self-Government (LSG) institutions. Since then,
the role of LSGs in education was more clarified and
the ownership of all educational institutions was
transferred to the Panchayatiraj Institutions (PI). Gram

Panchayats are handling the education of children in
their area up to the lower primary level. Block
Panchayats and District Panchayats are governing the
education up to upper primary and secondary levels
respectivelyThough there are reports that the dual
control over education without clear definition of
powers and functions of the Panchayati Raj
Institutions and the Education Department naturally
resulted in confrontation and conflict between them
(Bhagava and/enkata Krishnan, 1993), the last three
decades witnessed a growing social support and
control for the educational institutions all over the
country So it is expected that transferring education
to LSG institutions will provide on-the-spot
supervision and control of schools with mprovement
in quality.

Under the decentralization that occurred
through the 1994 Kerala Panchayat Ratj Keralas
panchayats also at the district, block, and gram levels
were empowered with an expanded array of functions,
funds and functionaries, allowing them to act as units
of Local Self-Government (LSG)The LSG
institutions were encouraged to formulate their own
development plans through grassroots participatory
mechanisms, which allow them to make policy
changes that reflect the needs and concerns of childrer
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(Ortiz et.al, 2013).Though the ownership,
management and development of educational
institutions are transferred to the LSGs at the village,
block and district levels, the Block Panchayats in the
middle of this three tier system has only a limited role
in the functioning of schoolas a result, enough funds
are not set apart for the Block Panchayats for
educational intervention. For overcoming this
limitation, Sreekrishnapuram Block Panchayat
developed a special educational programme named
‘Nanma@School’ meaning Goodness at school for
implementation in the schools under its jurisdiction.

‘Nanma@School’ is a special educational
project prepared by Sreekrishnapuram Block Panhayat
for implementation in the schools from primary to
secondary level in the BlocKctivities for enhancing
the academic qualitymproving social support and
updating the standards are included in the project and
suggested to the schools for implementation. Schools
select the activities suitable for their need and situation
and implement them. During 2018-19 academic,year
programmes under the Nanma@ School project is
organized linking with the ‘Rakthasakshyam’
(Martyrdom) campaign initiated by the Government
of Kerala in memory of Mahatma Gandhi on the eve
of his 150" birth anniversary and TOyear of
martyrdom.Though Kerala far outpaces most Indian
states in child-related development indicators such as
infant mortality school enrolment and literacy figures,
it faces challenges in its growing rates of second
generation issues among children — social and health
challenges that often arise after basic physical
healthcare needs have been met — including suicide,
depression, substance abuse, alcoholism and stress.
Most of the messages provided by Mahatma Gandhi
through his life are still very relevant in solving these
second generation issues faced by Kerala society
(Guha, 2013). Finding that mparting the messages of
Gandhi among the society through educational
institutions will help in reducing social evils, it was
decided to conduct various programmes in schools to

Objectives

To support the schools under the Block
Panchayat in their social intervention activities

To spread the messages of Gandhi among local
community through schools.

To develop mentality for social service among
school children.

To help the schools in connecting regular
classroom activities with society

Method

Initially, detailed project for ‘Nanma@ School’
2018-19 was prepared and approved by the panchaya
board.The programmes under the project included
different activities for spreading the values and
messages put forward by Gandhi. It contained
activities related with social service, cleanliness,
awareness programmes against drug abuse.
environmental conservation and programmes for
understanding Mahatma Gandhi by the new
generation. Schools were given the freedom to select
the activities and programmes suited with their need,
situation and possibilities.

A meeting of the Head Masters of all schools
in the Block was conducted in the beginning of the
academic year for explaining and finalizing the details
of the project for the yeakctivities and programmes
suggested by the Block Panchayat in the project were
discussed in detail under the leadership of Sri. P
Aravindakshan, President, Sreekrishpuram Block
Panchayat, Sri..Rl. Narayanan, Chairperson,
Educational &anding Committee and other governing
board members. Nine schools were selected for the
implementation of the project during the year 2018-
19. Meeting of the parents, teachers, people
representatives, social workers, local people and well
wishers were @anized in all selected schools.
Programmes under the project for the year in each
school was discussed and finalized in these meetings
under the leadership of respective Head Masters anc

spread the values and messages of Gandhi among the p1a/SMC chairpersons. Since it was the 2 %frth

society as a part of the ‘Nanma@ School’ project 2018-
19 in relation with ‘Rakthasakshyam’ campaign.

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and the state
government launched a special programme named
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‘Rakthasakshyam’ to memorize Mahatma Gandhi in
the occasion, all the schools decided it as suitable to
organize various programmes for spreading his
messages among the students, parents and local
community Stickers containing Gandlsi'messages
were prepared by Block Panchayat and they were
circulated among the children in all educational
institutions under the BlocRll children carried these
stickers to their home and they were pasted on the
walls of their homes.

The programmes ganized by the nine
selected schools under the Nanma@School
programme during the academic year 2018-19 are
detailed here :

1. SVAUP School, Kulukkiliyad : SVAUP
School Kulukkiliyad oganized a special ante-drug
campaign by the performance of street plays and art
programmes at diérent places in the aredhe
campaign programme named ‘vimukthi’ meaning
freedom from bad influences included street plays,
folk songs, other songs and pledge containing
messages against drugs and alcohdleam of 25
students was selected and necessary training was given
in the performance# survey form was prepared for
collecting feedback after the performance. Off 26
January 2019, the campaign team visited 10 public
places in the area and performed the programmes.
Kulukkiliyad, KodakkadAriyoor, KavundaThottara,
Karippamanna, Kunnakkad and Kottappuram hospital
junction are the centres where performance was
conducted. Hundreds of people gathered for watching
the performance of children at all centres. Besides this,
people representatives, leadersfiadls, social
workers and other dignitaries were also participated.
Pledge against drug abuse and alcohol was undertaken
after the programmes by all the viewérke survey
form was also circulated among selected respondents
after the programme for collecting data about the
impact of the programm&he programme attracted
considerable public attention through the coverage in
newspapers, social media and local visual media.

2. BBALP SchoolAlangad : Aiming to make
Alangad village free from drugs and alcohol, BBALP
SchoolAlangand prepared and exhibited posters and

collates, oganized rallies and performed dramas. It
got the inspiration from Gandkiown words: ‘drug
and alcohol are the two hands of a demaihthildren
prepared posters containing the messages and 20 c
them were selected and exhibited irfetiént public
places of the villagé rally was conducted on October

2, 2018 by the children for further spreading the
messageAll the children of the school, teachers,
parents and local people participated in the rally
Children under the supervision of teachers collected
pictures and news about the ilfexdfts of drug and
alcohol and prepared collateShese collates were
exhibited in classroom# drama containing the
message against alcohol was also prepared anc
presented before the classATor spreading the
message among the parents.

3. AUP School Adakaputhur: Health and
cleanliness activities, charity and service programmes,
activities for conservation of ergy, water and
environment, training in self employment and
activities against the use of alcohol and drugs are
conducted byAUP SchoolAdakkaputhur in relation
with the ‘Nanma@ School’ project during the
academic year 2018-19. School conducted mass
awareness programme among the children about
cleanliness and hygiene. Practice in cycling and
football was also conducted for all children. Children
of the school collected about 1,000 note books, pen,
pencil, boxes, erasenstrument box, bag etc. for the
children coming from the homesfadted with the
flood which devastated the state dungyust 2018.
They also collected Rs. 15,000 in cash for helping
the flood afected people. In addition to this, children
of the school with help of teachers, parents and well
wishers collected Rs. 25,000 for pain and palliative
unit of Vellinezhi Panchayat, Rs. 15,000 for a parent
with kidney trouble and Rs. 7,500 for visually
challenged peopl& magic show was ganized by

the school for spreading message against drugs. Bio-
diversity park, butterfly garden and herbal garden were
made and protected by the participation of children
in the school campus. Children visited the nearby
Kulakkadan hills in the leadership of the teachers and
seeds were planted in various parts of the barren hill
area.They also participated in a nature camp
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conducted at Parambikkulam for getting awareness
about natural conservation. Children are also
participating in the cleaning of public places and the
collection and reprocessing of used plastic covers and
materials. Collected plastic materials are sent for
reprocessing to local body and other agencies like
‘Mathubhumi’. Enegy club of the school ganized
awareness programmes in LED use for gger
conservation. Dierent competitions were conducted
by the club for selecting ‘engy champion’in the
school. It also conducted rain water harvesting and
cleaning of public ponds with the participation of
children.As a part of self employment and skill
development programme, school also gave training
for children in making soap, chalk, phenol and incense
sticks.

4. ALPS Alangad : ‘Changathikkoottam’,
(gathering of friends), creation of bio-diversity park,
vegetable garden, plastic free campus, creation of a
compound wall with Gandlg’messages and a visit
to Bapuji Park are the programmegamized by the
school under the project. ‘Changathikkoottam’ was a
gathering of friends in the school for doing necessary
activities like cleaning, protection of school premises,
caring the bio-diversity park and vegetable garden etc.
For making the school more attractive and nature
friendly, children and teachers prepared a bio-diversity
park and vegetable garden in the school premises with
the help of parents and local peopis.a part of the
programme, the school was also made plastic free.
Messages and pictures of Mahatma Gandhi were
attractively written in the compound wall of the school
and it was converted from boundary wall to ‘message
wall’. Children from the school also visited Bapuiji
park as a part of the project.

5. ALP School Pothi:In ALP School Pothi,
Children conducted rally under the leadership of

parents and teachers for spreading the messages of g

Gandhi. $ickers containing the messages were
distributed to all children and they were exhibited in
the houses. In addition to this, Children collected
information about Gandhi and other national leaders
from the books available in the school. Using this

information, all children studying in class Il and IV
prepared biography notes about the national leaders

6. ALP School Mannampatta: Children from
ALP School Mannampatta dramatized fdient
situations and events from the public and political life
of Mahatma Gandhi as a part of the programme.
Different events were selected for dramatization by
various groups in diérent classes. Jallianwala bagh
tragedy Dandiyathra, Quit India movement etc. are
some of them selected for dramatization. Situations
were given to various groups and students practiced
the drama with the help of teachékiier the practice

for some days all the groups presented the dramas
before the other children in the schobhe school
also cultivated vegetables in the campus with the
participation of children. Local people and parents
helped in the preparation of vegetable garden.
Children took care of its maintenance and protection
under the supervision of teachers.

7. GUPS Katampazhippuram: GUP School
Katampazhippuram undertook the project of
‘Nanma@ Schooln a diferent way by understanding
Gandhi by readingThe programme was originated
from the Gandhg own message considering ‘each
house as a school and each parent as a téagher
special club named ‘Nanma club’ was formed in the
school and the activities under the programme was
organized by the club. 100 students were members in
this club and books related with Gandhi are distributed
among the members. New generation of children
learned from books about the life of a man whose life
itself was a book. Children prepared reading notes
about the books and they were presented in the schoa
assemblies and club meetingfiese reading notes
were compiled in to a collection of reading notes about
Gandhi and was made available to the children for
further reading and reference

GLP SchoolVakkadappuram: GLP School
Vakkadappuram conducted a survey for knowing
about the drug and alcohol use among the people in
their surroundings'he data collected from the survey
revealed that people in majority of the houses are using
alcohol or drugs. So the school decided to conduct
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awareness programmes for dissuading the people from
alcohol abuseAwareness programmes through
posters, placards, skits, flash mob, and rallies were
conducted.The programmes were started with the
awareness programme for the parents at the cl#ss PT
on 229 June 2018A rally was conducted using
placards containing messages against the use of
alcohol and drugs. Children also presented skits and
flash mobs in public places near the schafier the
presentation of the skit and flash mob, a pledge against
the use of drugs and alcohol was undertaken by all
the viewers.

9. ALP School Pullundassery:Children and
students from Pullundassek{.P School focused on
Gandhis message of personal hygiene and social
cleanliness. In the 15®irth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi, the school decided to spread the message
contained in Gandtg’'words: “Wthout taking broom

and bucket it is not possible to clean the villages and
cities”. For making awareness about cleanliness,
posters and pamphlets prepared and distribAteldy
containing the message was also prepared and
presented before all the other children, teachers and
parents on Gandhijayanti eve.

Follow up and Monitoring

Development and progress of activities in
schools under ‘Nanma@School’ programme was
monitored at the Block level in the leadership of Block
Panchayat Governing Boawter the launching of
the programme, interim meeting of the school
authorities were conducted. Participation of respective
Grama Panchayat authorities are also ensured in these
meetings. Block Panchayat President, Grama
Panchayat Presidents and members of the local bodies
regularly visited the implementing schools for giving
necessary support and follow up. Besides, the
programme was regularly reviewed at the Board
meetings of the Block Panchayat.

Concluding Seminar

‘Nanma@ School’ programmes in the schools
under the Block Panchayat for the year 2018-19 was
concluded with a seminar on"liglarch 2019 at Helen

Keller Centenary Memorial School for tMsually
Impaired Children, Kottappuram. Children, teachers
and parents from all the schools participated in the
programme. Children from all the nine schools
presented the activities conducted by their schools
under the programme with the help of multi-media
presentations. Interaction with the participants and
discussions about the activities were conducted after
the presentation of each school. Presentations,
interaction and discussions were moderated by2Dr
Ramakrishnan, LectureDIET Palakkad and Smit.
Omana UnniJeacheiTrainer Block Resource Centre,
CherpulasseryAfter the conclusion of the
presentations, books and mementos were distributec
to the schools by the Block Panchayat.
Sreekrishnapuram. Block Panchayat President.Sri. P
Aravindakshan and EducatiotaBding Committee
Chairman Sri. ®1. Narayanan led the programmes
which was participated by Grama Panchayat
Presidents and and all other people representatives.

Analysis

Activities under the ‘Nanma @School’
programme of Sreekrishnspuram Block Panchayat
during the academic year 2018-19 were carried out in
the schools as ‘Rakthasakshayam’ programmes in
memory of Mahatma Gandhi in his 15®irth
anniversary and TQ/ear of his martyrdom as declared
by the Government of Kerala. Block initiated the
programme in the beginning of the academic year and
it was communicated among all schools. Block
Panchayat prepared and distributed stickers containing
the messages of the father of our nation to children of
all educational institutions in the Block area.
Programmes were launched in the beginning of the
academic year in all schools. Schoolgamized a
variety of programmes for conveying the values and
messages from the life, words and deeds of Mahatme
Gandhi under the project. Programmegamized by
the schools are summarizedTiable 1.
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Table 1
Programmes Organised by Schools UndéNanma@ School’Project During 2018-19
Sl. No Name of School Programmes

01 SVAUP School, Kulukkiliyad ‘Vimukthi’ campaign and sticker distribution

02 BBALP School Alangad Poster preparation and exhibition, rally against drugs,
collate preparation, drama and sticker distribution

03 AUP School Adakkaputhur Health and cleanliness activities, charity and seryice
activities, activities for conservation of eggrwater ang
environment, training in self employment, activities agginst
the use of alcohol and drugs and sticker distribution

04 ALP SchoolAlangad Creation of bio-diversity park, vegetable garden, plgstic
free campus, creation of a compound wall with Gandéian’
messages, Visit to Bapuji Park. and sticker distribution

05 ALP School, Pothi Sticker distribution, rallybiography preparation

06 ALP School, Mannampatta Dramatisation, ‘Haritham’ club and sticker distributior

07 GUP School, KatampazhippuramNanma’ club, book reading, preparation of reading nptes
and sticker distribution

08 GLP SchoolVakkadappuram Survey poster preparation, placard preparation, rakit
and flash mob and sticker distribution

09 ALP School, Pullundassery Awareness about hygiene and cleanliness, postef and
pamphlet preparation and distribution, drama (‘velichgm’)
presentation and sticker distribution

Participation of hundreds of people at the
centers for watching the programmes conducted by
SVAUP School Kulukkiliyad indicated the acceptance
received for the programmeéhe feedback collected
from the selected viewers also shows that the
programme made impact on the mindset of the people
about drugs and alcohol. Many of the viewers were
smokers, and alcohol users and the programme by
children helped some of them to rethink and decide
against the bad habithe coverage and attraction
received in the media also indicates support for
programmes spreading Ganghiiessages and values.

Preparation and exhibition of posters and
collates, rally and drama against alcohol abuse are
the major programmes conducted by BBALP School
Alangad.All the programmes contained clear
messages against the use of drug and alcdhel.

programmes were designed and conducted
considering the age and grade level of Lower Primary
school students. Maximum participation of the
students was ensured and all the activities were relatec
with the curriculum transaction of é&fent subjects

in primary classes.

AUP SchoolAdakkaputhur gganized a wide
variety of activities for spreading Gandiwalues and
messages among the childréhe school attempted
to create these awareness and attitude by actively
participating the children in ddrent programmes.
Here, the children are learning by doing which is very
important in the creation of habits and attitudes.AUPS
Adakkaputhur succeeded in planning arghoizing
suitable programmes and activities for developing
Gandhis values and attitudes among the children as
a part of the programme.
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Through ‘Changathikkoottam’, children of Posters and pamphlets prepared and circulated
ALPS Alangad undertook various service activities by the the students froALPS, Pullundassery helped
needed for the school. It has helped in developing a a great deal in conveying the message of hygiene anc
culture of service and physical work among the cleanliness among the students, parents and loca
children. Using the school compound as a tool for community It ensured active participation of children
creating awareness among the children and public was in a social intervention by the schobhe street play
an innovative work done by the school. Programmes attracted all the viewers and it helped the viewers in
organized byALP SchoolAlangad helped in creating understanding the importance of social cleanliness anc
an interest and more awareness about Gandhijiamong the role of each person in the process.
the children and general public.

By designing programmes like ‘Nanma

ALPS Pothi attempted to connect the activities  @School’, Sreekrishnapuram Blok Panchayath is
in the classrooms for the social intervention in the creating a model by attempting to overcome the
locality by a rally for spreading the Gandimessage. limitation of Block Panchyats in entering the field of
Circulation and exhibition of stickers in the houses educationThe programme was properly and flexibly
itself was a programme to reach the local community linked with other programmes like ‘Rakthasakshyam’
By preparation of biographies, school succeeded in by Sate Government. It was a creatively designed and
linking the classroom activities with social situations. a practically oganized programme with didient
support, monitoring, follow-up and conclusion.
Panchayat authorities successfully monitored the
programme by school visits and review meetings. It
was responsibly and satisfactorily concluded with a
winding up programme by the presentation of
activities felicitation and prizes.

Dramatization of events from the life of
Gandhi helped all the childrenBEPS Mannampatta
in getting a close understanding of the life and works
of GandhiThose who participated in the programmes
and the viewers enjoyed the plays based daréifit
situations from the life of Gandhi. It also helped them
to do and see the works learned from the books. Life, works and deeds of Mahatma Gandhi are
still unbelievable to most of the current generation.
Through the years Gandfiinessages are becoming
more and more relevant for any society all over the
q World. 2018 is the 180year of Gandhs birth and
70" year of his martyrdom. So it is very relevant to

Life of Gandhi was unbelievable even for his
contemporary generatiofilbert Einstein rightly said
about Gandhi: ‘Generations to come will scarce
believe that such a one as this ever in flesh and bloo

walked upon this earth’. Understanding and believing i o ) ) .
that such a man lived, influenced and still live in the =~ M&Morize Gandhi in the occasion by spreading his

minds of generations is a surprise for the new messages among the sociéﬂy?s_include messages
generation. So understanding Gandhi is the need of a_bout physical work_, self stigiency, truth, hon

the hour and the children from GUPS violence, health, hygiene ar_ld messages against the
Katampazhippuram responded well to this need by use of alcohol, drug etc. Seeing this in mind, the state

trying to understand more about Gandhi from the government also initiated the programme named
books about Gandhi ‘Rakthasakshyam’ to memorize Gandhi in the

occasion. So the ideological linking of

Vakkadappuram GLEchool conducted a  ‘Nanma@School’ project with ‘Rakthasakshyam’ was
survey for understanding about the drug/alcohol use ost relevant and suitable.

among the local communityPosters and placards
containing messages against drug and alcohol use
were prepared and a rally waganized to spread the
message against the abuse. Skits and flash mobs were
also presented along with the ralill these
programmes were ganized with a view to make the
locality an alcohol free village.

Events and day celebrations are increasingly
becoming formalities due to their repetitive nature and
lack in variety and creativity in participation.
Educational institutions and schools are not an
exception to this phenomenon. It is in this situation
that the initiative by Sreekrishnapuam Block
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Panchayat for helping the schools in their social
intervention attracts special attentidhe programme
helped many of the schools to come in to more touch
with society in which they exist and survivddough
‘Nanma@School’ programme was implemented only
in a few schools in the Block area, they properly and
successfully utilized the programme as an opportunity
for working closely with the communitivore local

people came into contact with the schools and it helped )
in increasing the acceptance of the school among the

communityThe programme also helped the children
in practicing the works they have done in the
classrooms in real life situation$hey prepared

posters, notices, pamphlets and placards, conducted
rallies and campaign programmes for a social cause.

It gave an opportunity for most of the children in
working with the society for its betterment. Surely

these schools gave some experiences for the children

in making them better citizens for the future.

Conclusion and Findings

. Through the project, the importance of
Gandhis messages were again conveyed to
thousands of people living in the surroundings
of the schools.

. Awareness was created among the people
about the personal, familial and social ill
effects of alcohol and drugs. It is expected that
this awareness helped to reduce their use up
to certain extent.

. The experience proved that it was possible
even for the primary school children to
intervene in the society for a social cause and
can make changes in the society with the help
of parents and local community

. The programme helped the schools to work
with the local community for some social
cause. More contact was created between the
school and local communityt helped in
creating social support and social acceptance
for the schools.

. Project provided opportunity for the children
in the schools to participate in social

awareness programmes and services. It helpec
in developing an attitude of social service
among the children.

. The programme helped in strengthening the
learning experiences through their use in
different situations and in making the learning
more experiential, &ctive, real and practical.

The project helped the schools to design
effective and useful extension activities for
regular classroom works which in turn helped
in making the learning more interesting and
attractive for the learners.

. In the present work, Sreekkrishnapuram Block
Panchayat successfully initiated programme
for the schools which is academically useful
and socially relevant. It shows local self
governments can creatively help the
educational institutions by designing and
implementing programmes with academic and
social content.

. From the work it was found that support and
team work of the teachers, parents, old
students, social workers, representatives of
peoples are the major factors in the success
of any programme ganized by the schools
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USE OFEVOLVING RHYMES FOR IMPROVING
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION AMONG
FIRST STANDARD STUDENTS

Sangeetha, P

Abstract

A new strategy for easy English language acquisition among first sthietaners was tried out by
developing and using methan 100 evolvingwymes in the class. The strategy wasuhticed to 28 childm
studying in STD |, GUPS, Karimba, Palakkad District in KeratanfrJune 2018 to Febary 2019. The
innovative learning strategy ppared by the teacher in tune with th@posed learning appach was found
to be workable and effective for enhancing the English language acquisition of learners in firststandar
the resultant inceased level of confidence among learners and by a fearless and joyful learning atmospher

Intr oduction From her experience as an English teacher in
The profile of English language classrooms STD | for the last several years the investigator felt
across the state is changing since the introduction of that the activities suggested in the text books and

‘Hello English’ programme The rays of ‘Hello teacher text may not be $iafent in all classes for
English’ are shining in our classrooms with a variety ~ réaching in to the mind of all learners. She felt that if
of wonderful techniques and strategiekhe the texts are elicited in rhythmic form it would be
atmosphere of English language classrooms should More attractive for the small children. It may also help
be fearless and enjoyablne interactions, activities, the teacher in eliciting the texts more easily from the

games, and simple tasks should be framed to increase /€arners. So the investigator attempted a try out by
the confidence level of learners. Each and every child USing évolving rhymes in the place of evolving texts
should get a space and role in all the activities given, for all the seven units in first standard.

irr ive of the vari levels. iecti
espective of the various levels Objective

To make the learnersfieient users of English
language, the role of teacher in classroom is very
crucial. She has to lead and guide all the classroom
activities with teacher talk comprehensible and
suitable to the level of the learners. In order to ensure
the participation of all learners, teachers have to
develop some innovative strategies in tune with the Methodology
proposed learning strategies. In language classes, the
teacher has to elicit the texts in the units from the
children by suitable classroom interactiofiese
elicited texts are used in further classroom activities
for developing diferent language skills. It is assumed
that the children learn more quickly through these
elicited texts as they contain their own ideas.

To provide support to the learners in first

standard in increasing their oral, reading and
creative language skills for better non-

conscious acquisition of English language by
the use of evolving rhymes.

In the present work, the investigator tried out
a new strategy in her first standard class having 28
children for easy reading enhancement. Majority of
evolving texts were transformed into evolving rhymes
for the easiness of children. Evolving texts prepared
in all the seven units in standard one was changec
into more than 100 evolving rhymeglith a good
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planning and dbért, the investigator &ctively used
this strategy in her first standard children in GUPS,
Karimba during the 2018-19 academic year from June
2018 to February 2019.

The teacher provided more listening input
through interactions, games, songs and activities and
conducted ‘Knowrour Learnerpackage of activities
during the month of June. Performances of children
were documented and presented in clas8.PT
Language level of each child was analyzed and future
plans were framed.he textbooks were analyzed for
finding the slots of evolving rhymes in addition to
evolving texts. Planning was conducted using pictures,
puppets, 3D images and digital texts for interaction
to elicit responses and preparing evolving texts and
thereby evolving rhymesThe texts elicited were
transformed into evolving rhymes for the easiness of
children. Simple evolving rhymes having familiar
vocabularies and repetition of words were prepared
from the classroom itself with the participation of
children. Used the rhymes in familiar rhythms with
the teacherchorally and individually and wrote the
evolving rhymes in Rhyme Cards with pictures.
Rhyme corner was arranged in the classroom and the
prepared rhymes were exhibited in the carner

More evolving rhymes by adding colgsize,
shape and other adjectives were prepared by using
theTLMs such as puppets, hats, 3D images, pictures,
videos, materials etdhese evolving rhymes were
linked to choral singing technique of ‘Hello English’
by using the materials and actioiitie teacher also
conducted ‘Group Reading Challenge’ on a
competitive basis once in a week to enhance reading
of all the learnerdActivities like ‘look and say’- one
group showing a picture, other group saying sentences
or lines- was also conducted. Performances were
recorded and shared daily in class level social media
group. Individual works of the children were kept in
the portfolio files prepared for the purpose.
Performances of the children were conducted in the
school assembly and ClassAPeetings. ‘Reading
Challenge’ competitions were also conducted in the
in class PA meetings using rhyme cards/reading
cards.

Analysis

The present study is a try out in preparing
more than 100 evolving rhymes in the place of
evolving texts suggested in all the seven units in
English language textbooks in STD | and using them
in the classroom for the easiness of language
acquisition by the learners. By applying this new and
innovative strategy for one year the teacher
experienced more interest from the part of learners in
learning English. Use of evolving rhymes helped the
learners in increasing the oral production of language
in the English classes. It also helped to enhance the
English language reading among children. In addition
to the evolving texts and evolving rhymes, children
could read additional reading materials having familiar
vocabulary and words.

Processing of rhymes provided lot of
opportunities for children in their vocabulary
developmentThe children who need support could
also read many evolving rhymeBhe practice of
preparing evolving rhymes also gave the children
benefit in discourse constructions such as add more
lines and descriptionwith the progress of the
implementation of the programme, children
themselves prepared evolving rhymes about familiar
characters, materials and other things without the help
of others.This increased the confidence level of
children in using language which is very important in
the learning of any foreign language like English
especially in the early stag@$irough experience they
got the courage to read, write and used the language
with reduced inhibition. Most of them came forward
to take up individual tasks at their level in the class.

Through evolving rhymes, language is learned
through songs and rhym@&#e rhythm creates interest
and motivation among almost all children in language
learning. Repeated retrieval of information such as
listening to and singing promotes learnifithe
phonemic awareness they get from the lines leads tc
graphic reading and to ganic reading. It acts as a
non-stressful medium of learning language and
thereby reading. So, developing and using evolving
rhymes in the place of evolving texts is a good strategy
for enhancing the total language acquisition among
first standard learners.
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Findings

A fearless and joyful atmosphere ensures the
easy acquisition of English language.

A confidence building atmosphere can be
created through appreciations.

Teachers can develop their own innovative
learning strategies in tune with the proposed
learning approach.

Developing and using evolving rhymes is an
applicable and &ctive strategy for enhancing
the English language acquisition of learners
in first standard.
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Intr oduction

and inseparable aspect of modern life. It is an
international language and also the IT language of the
world. Hence the need to equip our children to face
this language without ditulty and to make them
communicate dfciently with competence, the
investigator began undertaking several steps over
several months. Every level of their developmentwas
recorded in video.

Objectives

Edu-Reflections March 2019
STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVING THE COMMUNICA TION SKILLS
AMONG 4™ STANDARD STUDENTS

Shuhaibha,T.

Abstract

A try-out was conducted to develop effective communication skills in English language among 2:
fourth standad students studying in Nallur Narayand&lBasic School, Feke, Kozhikkode during 2018-
19 academic yea€Collective eading habit development, study cornetter vehicle, anchoring in English,
school assembly sessions, debates, newspapding, communication training twmgh new media etc
were used and it was found that use of techngleggugh platforms, better chancesou pesentation
and assignments, team building exses etc. helped students to sharpen both oral and written communication
skills.

Methodology

The challenges and anxieties faced during any
new initiative were faced here as well. Convinced the
SRG committee about the intention and through them
the PTA. A few did raise doubts if there was a need
for this new initiative, when ‘Hello English’ was
already in existence. Howevén the end it was able
to convince.

Great attention was given to Collective
reading habits. t8ps to put into ééct, their
learning were stressed.

A study corner was created for childr&hey

were encouraged to make a note expressing
the gist of the books they read.

English language has become an all pervasive

To increase the f&fctiveness in communication °
among the children.

To make the students realize the importance of

English language.

To initiate activities centred around the English
language.

To improve the creativity among the children.
To attract children in to Public Schools.

To make them aware that English medium
classes are not necessary to learn language
To make students of 4th grade able to
communicate with the same felicity as
Malayalam.

To enable the children to be creative in English.

When it was found that the students read and
comprehend but couldréxpress themselves
in writing due to the lack of alphabetical order
and vocabulary a letter vehicle was
introduced.

Students were divided into d&rent groups
and every student had a pair with whom he
conversed in EnglishiThe words that they
didn’t get in the course of conversation was
noted down and later was presented by them
as a flashcard.

Anchoring in English was made compulsory
for all the activities in school.
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. SchoolAssembly sessions were expanded.

. Debates were held in Classrooms.

. Newspaper reading was made compulsory

. YouTube channels were used to train
communication.

. Rhyming the stories they read made the
students learn English with enthusiasm.

. Schools BALA project was put to good use.

. Holidays and extra time was used for this
purpose.

Analysis

Pre test and post test analysis results of
different areas in the study are giveffablel

Table 1
Pre Test and Post tesfAnalysis
Total Number of children ;22

Area PreTest | PostTest
Communication 20% 94 %
Organisation 50% 99 %
Team work 45 % 100 %
Punctuality 30 % 100 %
Critical thinking 20% 85%
Social skill 45.5 90 %
Creativity 20.5 75 %
Adaptability 50% 75 %
Friendly personality 25 % 95 %

Analysis of the pre test and post tests of the
students in dferent areas reveal an increase above
70 % in all areas ranging from communication to
friendly personality The results are graphically
represented in Figure 1.

Figure 1
Results of the Pe Test and Post tesfAnalysis

Fre Test and POST TEST
W P | | t
From the experience of the work it was found
that love and enthusiasm was developed for English
language among the children. Creativity was also
developed through English communication. Exchange
of Ideas between the children was madeative.

Students attempted to translate ideas themselves ir
English.

Even hitherto low performing students started
improving. Sudents started asserting themselves
positively and making enquiries with clariyarents
were apprised of their wargl’progress through
digitized network

Findings

From the experience, it was found that, use of
technology giving enough platform for children,
giving chances to active listening,feéfing group
presentation and assignments, team building exercise:
opportunities for debates and working together
towards a common goal help students to sharpen botf
oral and written communication skills
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‘CHOKKUPODI' -
ONE DAY STATE LEVEL TEACHERS’' CONGRESS

K. Jayamanikandakumar

Abstract

“RISING 4™ Alanallur’, a teachers'collective in Palakkad district, Kerala ganized a seminar
named ‘chokkupodt one day teachertearning congess on 09 March 2019 at KALFSchoolAlanallur,
Palakkad District in Kerala. It was an informal collective of teachers formed with the help of social media
groups to honour the teachers who showed excellent o@sgperformances and toqwide a platform for
sharing their experiences. The tout was fuitful with presentation of seven genuine worksfrdiffeent
parts of the state and by the piarpation of moe than 150 teachers. Effectiveness of the use of social media
and modern technologies for academic purposes, usefulness of informal teacher initiatives and involveme
of the teachers in finding innovative methods for clamsr teaching-learning pcesses a the major

findings.

Intr oduction

Kerala public education system is passing
through a fundamental transformational phdses
Public Education Rejuvenation Mission seeks to
modernise public schools by setting up ‘high-tech’
classrooms, bio-diversity parks and upgraded
facilities. The Kerala Government has already taken

more steps to strengthen infrastructure and improve

teaching in public schools in théag. Besides, it
provides ample opportunities for teachers to express
their talents and skillSthe Education Rejuvenation

Mission is intended to extend the advances made by *

the state, from universalisation of education to
modernisation of education, with smart classrooms,
digital libraries, IT enabled learning and contemporary
syllabus.

With an aim to integrate the versatile skills of
the teachers from the &efent parts of Kerala, many
social media groups have emed likeTeachersClub,
Kolanchery Mentors’Blog, ‘Sasthrasahayi’, ‘IPSA
Helper, ‘School App’, ‘Nalukoottam Thrithala’,
‘SOT Kannur etc. From the experience of involvment
in these social media groups, the investigator felt that
it was very useful for teachers in making their
classrooms more fefctive. It helped the teachers to
share their experiences, resources, materials and
methods. Following such inspirational examples,

teachers from % Sd formed a groupRISING 4"
Alanallur. The present paper discusses about the
organization of a teachergongress named
‘chokkupodi’ for sharing the experiences of the
teachers all over the state.

Objectives

To honour the teachers with social media
support who showed excellent classroom
performance

To provide an academic platform for the
presentation of papers which in turn helps to
strengthen classroom activities

. To provide opportunity to establish connectivity
among teachers of dgrent backgrounds

. To ensure awareness of the changing trends that
influence the classroom practice among the
teachers

Methodology

‘RISING 4" Alanallur’ was originally
conceptualized with an objective to bring about
excellence in LSS examinatiofhe confederation
was formed in December 2017. Later it was developed
in to a group of teachers sharing their experiences anc
resources for making classrooms morfedtive. In
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2019, the group planned to honour the teachers all WhatsApp groups and it was decided tperrize one
over the state who showed excellent classroom day state level teachers’ congress at KALP School
performances and to provide a platform for sharing Alanallur, Palakkad District on March 9, 2019.

their experiences through a semiriar this purpose, The congress was inaugurated by DIET
various social media teachers’ groups were integrated principal DrA. RajendranThe congress provided a
and papers for the congress were invited through these stage to Honor.Pyothi who bagged the state award
groups.All the preparatory works such as the  for the best teaching manu#ihe congress witnessed

formation of oganising committee, decision aboutthe  many best paper presentatiofitie details of the
papers to be presented etc. were conducted through papers are given ifable 1.

Table 1
Details of the Papers Pesented at ‘Chokkupodi’One Day teachersCongress at
KALP SchoolAlanallur, Palakkad District on March 9, 2019.

Sl. No Name of Paper Presenters

01 ‘Kunhumalayalam’ KM. Noufal, GHSS, Pezhakkappilli, Muvattupuzha,
Ernakulam

02 | ‘Flipped Classroom’ Shajal Kakkodi, MILPS Kakkodi, Kozhikkode

03 | Teachers in Hi-&ch Schools Haris Kolothodi, CR UPS,Thiruvizhamkunnu

04 Role of Evolving Rhymes in Sangeetha,.P

‘Hello English’ Classrooms GUPS Karimba, Mannarkkad, Palakkad

05 Learning $rategies in Classrooms | Ambili S.,AMPLS Arakkal Pullitharafengara
Malappuram

06 | ‘We are Foreigners in Nallur Naraygn&huhaibaT., Nalllur Narayana Basic LBchool, Faroke
Kozhikkode

07 | Complete Home Library School P.K. AbdurahmanVEMLP School Chingapuram,

Vadakara , Kozhikkode

Each session followed open forums and the different parts of the state was the best sign of the
congress became a venue for the many best paper success of the programmehe vividness and
presentations. Sri. Poulose magteown as the brain originality of the topics presented throws light on the
behind ‘Malayalathilakkam’ project which ensured  sincere attempts for better education by teachers from
basic language skills in Malayalam among children different parts of the stafeeachers presented all these
all over Kerala was the moderator of the semigar papers from their first hand classroom experiences
K Subin, MemberPathanamthitta District Panchayat ~ and they carry the light and breathe of classrooms in
felicitated the best teachers and paper presenters. 150 the state. Paper presentations using digital resource:
teachers from dié€rent districts in Kerala participated ~ were one of the relevant features. Some papers go
in the programme along with the ‘Hello English’ programme. From the
experience of the seminar it can be seen that our
. teacher community is constantly in search of
Analysis : : : .

innovative methods and practices for the improvement
Analyses of the programme reveal the SUCCesS ot the classroom process@hey are informally and

of an informal and selfless initiative through social  freely using advanced technologies, social media and
media. Participation of about 150 teachers from iher modern communication methods for their
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professional development. By the programme, an learning and the congress eventually help them to
academic platform to honor the best teachers was also grow professional expertise by influencing the
realized.Apart from the formal trainings and mindsets.The congress prepared teachers to learn
initiatives by the department, these informal groups about innovative and fefctive classroom practices to
and confederations are contributing a lot in the adapt and to apply in their own contexts. It provides
betterment of education in the Kerala tadiycan opportunities for teachers to learn from other teachers
also be found that a confederation of teachers who which in turn ensures a professional fraternity

are dedicated to selfless service could be formed with becomes a reminder that teachers need to be open t
the help of social media. novel professional ideas and update their knowledge

and apply this in classroom practices.

Findings
The congress is found to be a very innovative Reference

one with very useful sessiorieachers have gota  ‘RISING 4" Alanallur. (2019). Papers Presented at
renewed sense of excitement about teaching. Some the One Day €achers'Learning Congess-

insights and some new ideas were eyedr As ‘Chokkupodi’,Alanallur, 09" March, 2019
educators, the teachers are committed to life long

Sri. K. Jayamanikandakumais a Teacher KALP School,Alanallur, Palakkad,Kerala.
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parents and expés and oppdunities wee provided for the performance of students.

FLIPPED CLASSROOM

Abstract

Edu-Reflections March 2019

Shajal Kakkodi

A project named ‘flipped classom’was implemented in MILBchool Kakkodi, Kozhikkode District in
Kerala during 2018-19 academic ye#tirwas aimed at the development of skills among d@nldn diffeent
areas including general knowledge, singing, litgrauriting, drawing, clay modeling, acting and dance. Digital
materials wee prepaed and given, social media platforms eesed, students veeselected and gups wee
formed on the basis of inest and skills, trainings and exposwree given at diffegnt stages with the help of

Intr oduction

Flipped Classroom a&alent Lab Project is a

programme conceptualized with an objective to

develop the minute skills of learners to the

international standards along with their academic
activities. Since the education system of Kerala is
growing fast, the novel ideas are to be accomplished
by internalizing the changeBhe technological skills

that the teachers attained over years have to be tied

with applications in the actual classroom practices.

Flipped Classroom is a system that makes use of

parents who are skilled in technology to develop the
various skills of the learnerBhe present project aims
at the subtle skill development in connection with the
Talent Lab scheme put forward by Education
Department of Government of Kerala during the
academic year 2018-19.

Background

Educated parents in the current society

The learners and parents who use the new
technology in their daily lives.

Teachers who attend training in information
technology regularly

Students sitting in smart classrooms.

The talent lab put forward by education
department to develop the minute skills of
learners

Objectives

To develop the minute skills of learners

To ensure the participation of parents in the
curricular and co-curricular activities

To develop learning content into digital

content

To provide freedom to learners to choose study

time as per their interest

To publish the digital content and digital
documentation for public use

Methodology

The present project aims to develop the skills
among children in connection with tA@lent Lab
project by Education DepartmeMarious areas for
the programme were discussed and the following
realms were finalized

Realms of activities

General knowledge
Singing

Literary writing
Drawing

Clay modelling
Acting

Dance
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Digital learning materials in the form of
audios, videos, texts, images, narrations, tutorials etc.
related with these areas were prepared and collected
with the help of internefThese materials along with
some instructions and directions for use are given to
the parents through social media groups. Parents gave
necessary trainings for their children using these
materials at their homes. Local resources and facilities
are also utilized by parents for the training of their
children After this preliminary training for two/three
months at their home, a selection programme with
the help of experts wasganized in the school for
the selection of students for further training in all areas.
Groups of students for training in all the domains were
created through this selection process and additional
digital materials, direct experiences, training classes,
field trips etc. were provided for these selected groups
with the help of experts in respective fields.
Opportunities were given for the children for the
performance/publication/creation/exhibition of their
works in selected fields through magazine
publications, art performances, album preparations,
exhibitions etc.The programme was reviewed and
monitored in regular intervals by the school
authorities. Final review was also conducted at the
end of the academic yeaFhe activities were
organized during 2018-19 academic y@&Ecessary
financial resources were mobilized with the help of
parents and local communalitihis project is selected
in the individual projects item and gained academic
and financial support from SCHR

Analysis

The activities are @ranized under the
following headings.

* General knowledge 1t has been divided into
various domains like science, maths, social
science, geographgurrent ahirs. Teachers
prepare some basic learning materials in
digital content formThese materials are sent
through mail oWhatsApp. Instructions and
information related to this is also sefithe
learners study the materials with the help of
parents.They also attend the evaluation
conducting at school’hose who achieve the
mauigin score in each domain will be selected

as members in class GK grodjmese learners
will be given more digital contents related to
day observance, celebrations, currefaied
etc. For first hand experience, field trips and
interviews are also conducted.

Singing : Learners are provided with songs,
poetry poems related to syllabus in digital
format. They get trained with the support of
parents or with help of some local resources.
The talented ones are selected by experts
through audition to which learners are familiar
Mappilappattu, light music, film songs, poetry
etc. are given to the selected studeniss is
followed by assessment where the participants
are divided into groups according to their
interest.A workshop is followed which
includes experts in the field. More materials
are provided for further training and follow
up. It is a great support for the students to
perform well in programmes inside and
outside the school. video albums are prepared
using the best songs.

Literary writing : Parents are provided with
audio narration, video clips, pictures as story
line in digital format.They are also given a
video which includes some fundamental ideas
about writingsThe learner participates in the
screening test at school and literary writing
workshop is conducted for selected students.
Digital contents are prepared for further
training. The best works are selected and
published.The child is uplifted from the
position of writer to the status of publisher

Drawing : Tutorials of simple drawings, letter
drawings, number drawings are provided to
learnersThe student participate in the basic
drawing test.The selection procedure is
finished under the supervision of an arist.
drawing workshop is conducted to the selected
students and more materials are provided for
further training.They get ample chances to
perform well in drawing competition3.he
best drawings are published in drawing
magazines. Learners are provided stories to
draw suitable picturesihey attain skill to
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design cover page. Painting exhibitions are
organized.

Dance :Video tutorials for dance are given to
learners.They are trained in tune with the
music at home and are assessed by experts.
Selected students get more training in camps
and more digital learning materials are
provided.The training and exposure help
learners to participate in many dance
programmes.

Acting : Visuals and voice clippings related
to films, drama and skit are given and the
learners get training at homEhay attend the
audition at school and the selected students
are included in the acting groupSorkshops
are oganized. Besides, opportunities to
interview with the actors are also arranged.
Field trips are conducted to visit channel
studios and recording studio$he best
products like drama and skit are video
documented.

Craft making : Craft making videos are
prepared with the help of internet and given
to students. Materials needed are also
provided.The student can also make use of
the ideas from the local resourc&bey are

are given training in craft making. More
materials and digital contents are also
distributed. Field trips are conducted to centers
of handicrafts and potterfgudents get many
opportunities to participate in work experience
competitions and exhibitions
Beneficiaries

* Whole students in school

* Whole teaching and non-teaching community

* All parents

* The other schools

General public who are interested in
educational activities

Findings

The project helped children with the
development of motor skills, language skills, social
skills, decision-making, risk-taking and inventiveness.
The eforts helped to create the kind of schools
children deserve and the culture needse
experiences provide benefits to students in academic
social and behavioural ared@be learning experiences
reach students in ways that they are not otherwise

assessed at school and the selected students P€ing reached.

Sri. Shajal Kakkodi is a €acher MILP School, Kakkodi, Kozhikkod&erala.
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PROBLEM ANALYSIS IN MATHEMATICS

Nisha, C.

Abstract

An action eseach was conducted for helping students toease their psblem solving ability in
Mathematics. The study was conducted among 18 selected students stud\steidadl, GHSS, University
Campus, Thenhippalam, Maalappuram District, Kerala during 2018-19 academicBreatest esults
revealed the lack of logical thinking as the main cause for poor performancebtermpr solvingAfter
intervention though the use of analytical questions of practicalbpems for two months, it was found that
there was considerable impvement in the performance of students obfgm solving.

Intr oduction
Mathematics is a tough subject for most of

the students, especially problem analysis. Even though

they are good in basic operations they fail in problem
analysis. It dects their confidence also. So this action

. To create more opportunity for logical
reasoning

To increase the interest in mathematics
To remove the fear

plan aim some seventh standard students who are good Action Plan

in basic operations but poor in problem-solving
Problem Causes

. Vague basic ideas

. Less chance for logical thinking

. Lack of experience in mental operations
. Lack of practice in problem analysis

. Physical and social situations

. Non availability of reference books

. The fear

. Lack of interest

Hypothesis

The problem can be solved by giving practice
in logical thinking and through motivation.

Objectives

. To fix the basic ideas

. To make the children capable for problem
analysis

. Activity 1 : Provide chance for logical
reasoning and mental operations daily

. Activity 2 : Do activities to fix the basic
operations that is addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division of fractions.
fundamental ideas of speed and power

. Activity 3 : solve practical problems with the
help of worksheets, including analysing points

. Activity 4: Solve practical problems directly
without providing analysing points
Tools

Pre test and Post test

Methodology

At first, a pre test is conducted to find out the
target group. It included the contents of fraction,
power speed and area.

Pretest
Results of the pre test are givernTable 1.
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Table 1
Pre Test Results
Fraction Speed Power Area
Basic Problem Basic Problem Basic Problem Basic Problem
Operation | Analysis | Operation | Analysis | Operation | Analysis | Operation | Analysis
11 3 25 0 24 5 13 2
26.2% 7% 60% 0% 57% 12% 31% 5%

Those students who have an exact idea about 18 students who were good in basic operations of

speed and power are also failing in practical problem
analysis.While analysing their answer sheets the
investigator realised that lack of logical thinking is
the main reason for this situation. Most of the students
have no exact idea about fractions. So a package is
required to fix basic ideas of fraction and problem

analysis in students.

Intervention

It was decied to give a problem daily for
logical thinking.The first five days are utilized for
in addiction,

giving practice

speed and power but poor in problem analysis were
selected. In the first stage gave importance to find out
the solution by passing through the analytic questions.
In the second phase importance was given for
preparing analytical questions for a practical problem.
In the last stage they were compelled to solve the
problems directlyThe action plan continued for two

multiplication and division of fractioné.focus group
is selected on the basis of performance in the pre test.

subtraction,

months A post test was conducted after that.

Analysis

An overview of the results in the performance
of focus group in the pre test and post tests are giver

in Table 2 and 3.

Table 2
Pre Test ResultAmong Focus Gioup
Topic Basic operations ProblemAnalysis Percentage
Fraction 7 2 28.5%
Speed 17 0 0%
Power 17 5 29.4%
Area 12 3 25%
Table 3
PostTest resultAmong Focus Goup
Topic Basic operations ProblemAnalysis Percentage
Fraction 16 6 37.5%
Speed 18 6 33.3%
Power 18 14 77.7%
Area 18 11 61.1%
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Pre test and post test results among the focus groups are graphically represented in Figure 1

Figure 1

Comparison of Pre test and PosTest
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can be found that the number of students who failed
in problem analysis even though good in basic

operation were decreased after the intervention.

For

example, in the case of fraction after intervention the
percentage was changed from 28.5 to 37.5. the same .

trend was observed in other topics also.

The main finding is that in the classroom

transaction, some teachers avoid the prodésst. is
the main reason for this gap. For example, in the

L]
case

of fraction many children have no idea about equal

fraction and the importance of equal fraction

for

addition and subtractioffhey mechanically do the

cross multiplication without knowing the exact id
The result of the intervention was very motivati

ea.
ng.

The children showed interest in problem analysing.

Now they are ready to think logically
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Findings

There was considerable improvement in the
performance of students in problem solving by
intervention through the use of analytical
questions of practical problems

Children showed more interest in problem
solving by continuous practice in the analysis
of practical problems

Readiness for logical thinking was created
among the children by the practice in analysis
and preparation of practical problems in
mathematics

The process of problem solving by the children
was to be more attended in the mathematics
classes for improving their ability in problem
solving

Smt. Nisha C. is a LectureDistrict Institute of Education and Taining (DIET), Palakkad, Kerala
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INNOVATIVE LEARNING STRATEGIES IN THE CLASSROOM

Ambili, S.

Abstract

Atry out was conducted to adhs the issue adluctance of students to engage in learning activities.
‘Accountable students’, ‘Advance ganisef, ‘Reading oom (\yanappura)’, ‘Obseration repott’,
‘Portfolio systemare the major activities planned andyanised with special focus on emrimental studies.
Increased interst and learningeadiness of students, higher confidence of teacher and betterockassr

atmosphez wee the outcomes.

Intr oduction

Many types of learning strategies have been
tried out in our classrooms aimed at ensuring the
participation and thus the learning outcomes of the
students. Even though, itis a challenge to the teachers
to ensure the participation of all the students in the
learning process. If a teacher focuses on the issue, ie,
the teacher takes specialaets to participate all the
students in the activities, it can make tremendous
positive changes in the classrodhis is a report of
try out done in this area and already been presented at
the one day teachers’ conference named ‘chokkupodi
2019’conducted by ‘RISING#Alanallur

Identification of the Problem

Some of the students in the classroom are
reluctant toward the learning activities and hence they
become backward in academic achievement.

Action Plan

The following activities were planned and
implemented for addressing the problem.

1. Accountable students: Each and every student
is accountable for the smooth conducting of
the classroom activities. Each student has his/
her own role to fulfil. He/she can contribute
as he/she can for the common goal. In addition
to academic activities, some more activities
were given for fostering love for co-existence,
for making classroom hygiene etc.

Advance Oganiser: Based on the concepts
of ‘Advance Oganiser Model’, activities were

given with a pre plan considering the time
duration, recording, expected changes etc.

Students were seen enjoyed in the activities
according to the pre plan with higher level of
responsibility

Reading room ("elyanappura’)About 500 of
books were arranged in the reading room.
Students can read any book at any time
according to their subject of interest and age
level.

Observation report:t8dents were entrusted
to prepare observation report according to the
given assignment. (eg.: herbal plant,
ecosystem etc.).

Special focus on environmental sciende:
small pond is there in the school in which
different types of fishes and tortoises are
fostered. Many activities regarding eco system
was planned and implemented using this pond.

Portfolio systemA portfolio system including

all types of products of the students (from STD

| to IV) has been maintaining in the school. It
has been utilizing for assessing the academic
status of each and every student.

Effects

The interest of the students in the learning
process was seen enhancHae teachers could also
enjoy the activities given in the classrodrhis made
the teacher more confident and research oriented.
Learning readiness among the students also increasec
This efort also helped to develop values and positive
attitude among the students. Moreover the classroom
atmosphere created was conducive of the learning
process.

Smt.Ambili S. is a Teacher AMLPS Arakkal Pullithara, Vengara, MalappuramKerala.
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TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS IN THE
WORLD OF SPORTS

Sunil Ramachandran

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to highlight the technological advancements in sports, particularly ir
five major games namely cricket, football, badminton, tennis and volleyball. Many technological advancement
in these games such as Hot spot, Hawkeye, SnickoGet@r line technologyMdeo Assistant eferees
(VAR) and 12 camera video challenge system in volleyball have changed the worldsofldpsihas made
the game eor free and has lmught spots closer and appealing to the fans. In thé @dntuy the entie
phase of sports has changed drastically with the use and advancement of modern technologies.

Intr oduction

Science and technology play a leading role in
all national and world championships including world
cup and it makes them go through records to be broken
and also bettering them by a fraction of second which
are measured by means of sophisticated electronic
devicesThe technological advancements in sports are
profusely important aspect not only for the world of
sports, but also for the players. One criticism of the
use of technology is that it may slow down the speed
of the game, but on the other hand for many people it
makes watching it more enjoyable to see the correct
decisions being mad&Vhen administering and
officiating sports technology can succeed where
humans may nof his guarantees fare judgement of
performance and ensures that athletes win fairly
Instant replays, sensor tools, RFID chips etc. has
reduced errors of bEiating by a lage amount so that
winning unfairly has reduced drasticallow
technology has taken over todsyodern sports and
has made it “error free”.

Following are some of the key technological
implementation in the above mentioned major games.

1. Hot spot

The snickometer was not considered as
accurate enough, since the ‘hotspot’ was introduced
to cricket. It is an infrared imaging system used to
determine whether the ball has struck before going to

the fielder The infrared image shows a bright spot

where contact friction from the ball has elevated the
local temperaturd.his technology is used to enhance

the on field umpires decision making more accurate.
Where referrals are not permitted, the technology is
used primarily as an analysis aid for televised
coverage.

The technology uses 2 cameras positioned on
the either end of the ground and measures heat frictior
generated by a collision, such as ball on pad, ball on
bat, ball on glove or anywhere el3ée technology
uses a subtraction technique of monochrome negative
frames into a computer for finding out the ball contact
precisely

2. Hawk eye (UDSC)

This technology is widely used among popular
sports like cricket, tennis, badminton and more for
visually tracking the ball and display a record of its
statistical path through movie image. Developed by
Dr.Paul Hawkins from U.K. , the system was
originally implemented in 2001 for making the
television broadcast more interactive.

The technology works via 6 or 7 powerful
cameras, normally positioned on the underside of the
stadium roof, which track the ball from tifent
angles.The video from the 6 cameras is then
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triangulated and combined to create a three
dimensional representation of the trajectory of the ball.
Hawk eye is not infallible and is accurate to within
5mm (0.19 inch) but is generally trusted as an impatrtial
second opinion in crickeThe Hawk eye technology
helps the umpire by watching where the ball pitched,
location of impact with the batsmanieg and
projected path of the ball past batsmen.

3. Snicko Meter

Invented in the mid-1990s by English
computer scientishlan Paskett, the Snickometer is
used in a slow motion display to determine whether
the ball did touch the bat, even slightly to determine
if it was outAlthough this was used earlier in UDRS,
unlikeHawk Eye and Hot Spot are currently not used
in UDRS.This is also known as the Snicko.

A Snickometer works on a simple principle.
Filter the ambient noise, and amplify the relevant
signal.The ball hitting the bat produces a sound of a
particular frequencyrhe stump microphone will pick
up the sound of the ball hitting the bat. It first filters
this sound which is of a particular frequency from all
the ambient nois&his can be achieved with the help
of a resonance filteAt the receiver this sound is
amplified and plotted to note the variation in the
sound.A sharp variation denotes the bat hitting the
ball and a flat peak means the bat has hit the pad or
part of the bodyThis plot is viewed along with the
replay of the shot to synchronize the movement of
the ball and the spike in plot. So in the situation where
the batsman was ruled out, a reviewTdhwith the
Snicko will accurately determine the outcome

4. Goal lineTechnology (Football)

In football,goal-line technology(sometimes
referred to as &oal Decision Systenis the use of
electronic aid to determine if a goal has been scored
or not. In detall, it is a method used to determine when
the ball has completely crossed the goal line in
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not to replace the role of thefiofals, but rather to
support them in their decision-makifdne GLT must
provide a clear indication as to whether the ball has
fully crossed the line, and this information will serve
to assist the referee in making his final decision.

5.VAR (VideoAssistant Refeee in Football)

VAR stands for video assistant referee. It is
actually a team of three people who work together to
review certain decisions made by the main referee by
watching video replays of the relevant incidents.

That team is comprised of the video assistant
referee himself (who will be a current or former
referee), his assistant and a replay operatay are
situated in a video operation room which is essentially
a bank of monitors &ring different camera angles.

Four types of decisions can be reviewed using
VAR: goals (and violations in the build-up to them),
penalties, red cards and mistaken identity in awarding
a card. For a decision made on the pitch to be
overturned, it must be a “clear error”.

The process for reviewing a decision can work
in two ways; either the referee can request a review
after making a decision or théAR team can
recommend one. In the latter situation, if ¥R
judges that there is the potential for a clear error to
have been made, he or she can notify the referee.

The referee then has three options: they can
immediately overturn the call based on ¥&R’s
advice, review the incident themselves on a monitor
on the touchline or stick with their initial decision.

6. 12 cameraVideo Challenge System
(Volleyball)

A 12-camera system to allow for video
challenges of certain disputed calls is one of the newes!
features in volleyball. It gives coaches and referees
the chance for a video verification of specific
situations.Video challenge for the&vomens World
Championship can be requested for the following

between the goal-posts and underneath the crossbar sjtuations only: ball position when touching the floor

with the assistance of electronic devices and at the (pall in with any part of the ball inside the court or

same time assisting the referee in awarding a goal or touching the boundary line or ball out); faulty antennae

not. The objective of goal-line technology (BLis or net contact by a player on top of the net only; contact
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of a playets feet with the end line (when executing  References
service); ball contact with the antennae on top or
above.

Dasdupta, Pradipta (201@ricketers it never was—
thanks to technologyindian bloggecom
Teams have the right to call video verification posted on 22 Jujy010.

fﬁr a_rotleferees _?em_smnlthjce per saet. _If_the rr:asult o_f Kim, H.B &Sim, K. (2010). “A Particular Object

the video verification leads to a decision-change in Tracking in an Environment of Multiple

faVOLOf :che r(_edquestm_? tee_lm, i ollloes n(_)lt g?c;eass_ the Moving Objects”, International Conference on
number for video verification calls available for this Control, Automation and Systems 2010, Oct.

team in this set. On the other hand, if the decision of 27-30, 2010

the referee was correct, it means that the number of

video verification calls for this team in this set will ~Mahmood.T et al. (201). “A-Eye: AutomatingThe
decrease by one. Only the coach can address histeam’ Role Of The Third Umpire InThe Game Of
requests for video verification to the first referee not Cricket”, IEEE, 201

later than 5 seconds after the rally has been finished. prasad,S & Sinha, S. (2Dl “Real-time Object

Detection andTracking in an Unknown
Environment”, IEEE, 201

SajwanA.S. (2010) TechnologicaRdvancement in
sports” International Conference on Recent
Technological andAdvancement and
Entrepreneurship in Sports.

Conclusion

This article has discussed the technological
advancements in sports such as Hot spot, Hawk eye,
SnickometerGoal lineTechnologyVAR,12 Camera
Video Challenge System etc. Not only these
advancements have helped to make accurate decisions
but they have also kindled the senses of fans. Players Uppal, A.K.(2010). Entrepreneurship in sports.

can now analyse and improve their performance, Internation_al Conference on recent
indeed these technological advancements have Technological ~Advancement  and
changed the entire phase of sports ifn@&ntury Entrepreneurship in Sports.

Venkantesan, R & Ganesh, B.A. (2012) “R&ahe
Implementation On Moving Objedtracking
And Recognisation Using Matlab”, IEEE,
22-24 Feb. 2012

Sri. Sunil Ramachandran is a LectureDistrict Institute of
Education and Taining (DIET), Palakkad, Kerala
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HI-TECH SCHOOLS

Haris Kolothody

Abstract

The paper highlights the effective and successful use of Information and Communézditramiogies
(ICT) and social media by the teachers in Hi-tech clamsrs under the initiatives of Education Dejpagnt
in Kerala during the ecent yeas. Intduction of a fee platform for ICTenabled education, eation and
active use of diffent social media gups (‘Schoolpp’, ‘Sasthasahayi’, ‘Mentors Keralatc) for educational
purposes by a lgre number of teaching community is silentBating histoy by a Hi-techevolution in the

field of education in Kerala.

Intr oduction

The role of technology in classroom
transaction in the state of Kerala is a real model to the
educational system of our countifhe software that
the educational department prepared for its schools
and teachers are really fruitful than the software we
purchase by giving thousands of rupdéss software

of our classroomsWe should ensure the learning
activities with the help of technical facilities. For this
our curriculum demands ICT embedded training.

When we think of ICT assisted learning, laptop
and projector may come first in our mind. In addition
to these, another useful and powerful way in our hand
is the social media. Out of this, class wigkatsApp

presented before the august audience of the state level 9"0Ups are the most useful. In every house at leas

one day teachers’ learning congress ‘Chokkupodi’
organized by RISING 4", Alanallur.

Aims and Objectives

. To include the technical resources which are
available in the school environment for the
classroom /school activities

. To utilize the zero cost technological facilities
for school activities

. To utilize social media in the school activities

. To improve the self confidence of teachers in

using hi-tech classrooms

. To utilize the independent interactive software
in the teaching learning process

ICT Assisted Learning

Drastic changes are happening in the society
in the field of technologyComprehensive physical
and academic renewals happen in the schools under
the general education sector in accordance with these
changes. Digital technologies are now at the doorsteps

one member of the family is the useWghatsApp. If

we utilize this situation in our classeseetively, the
daily interaction between parents and teachers can be
possible and also they can have discussions on
classroom learning activities by using this platform.
Most of the schools fail to convey their scheol’
activities among the parents and sociétovercome
this, the Face book page and school blogs etc. are th
economic way to convey our school activities to the
people in and around the schools.

Education Department of Government of
Kerala has developed some software with ‘Ubuntu’
which will be very helpful for the learning activities
of Hi-tech classroom#&mong these, ‘Open Board’
is an important ondhis is free software which fulfils
the functions of a black board. Facilities include
reading, writing, and presentations of video, pictures,
and lessons on the screen.

PySioGame are another type of application
which is helpful for the primary school children for
their self learning and also as a classroom learning
material. It is highly déctive for teaching concepts
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like time, weight, basic mathematical operations and
the acquisition of English languagEhe scope of
PySio is infinite from STD 1 to 4.

The learning of planets and satellites cannot
be avoided from the®standard onwardst&larium
Is a software through which we can visualize the sky
visions with the help of computers. By arranging place
and time in this software, we can observe the sky
visions in a particular place and timEhe main
particularity of this software is that we can produce
the past and future sky visions in any time in the
classrooms.8llarium is a best tool for studying stars,
galaxies, planets etc.

The free software GeoGebra is very helpful
to transact dffcult mathematical concepts to students.
GeoGebra can be used for analyzing and formulating
of the geometrical principles. KGeography and Marble
are the free softwares which are helpful for the study
of GeographyKGeography is beneficial for learning
about the stars and Marble is helpful as a virtual glob
in the classroomThe use of glob in the classroom
can be replaced by the Marble software with accuracy
and speed.

Mobile Apps and educational blogs have now
got great impact in the educational fielthe spread
of mobile phones and internet is the reason behind
the success of these free initiativ€srough this the
positive changes in the field of education can be

transacted among all the teachers and students of th
entire state.

Teachers are always ready to utilize the
innovations of technology in their professional field.
‘School App’ is the best example for thi$he
development of Scho@dpp is a small initiative of
localWhatsApp group. Now the teachers and teacher
initiative groups of all districts in Kerala are the
beneficiaries of ‘Schoofpp’. The main facility
provided by ‘SchooApp’ is the mobilization and
simplification of academic and administrative
activities of school by providing school news, useful
resources ( quiz, notes etc.), text books, teacher
handbooks, worksheets, audio-video resources etc
The support given by the department of education and
the teacher community to the ‘Schéglp’ is highly
remarkable. In addition to Schasbp, the blogs and
apps like ‘Sasthrsahayi’, ‘Mentors Kerala’ etc. are
giving useful support to the teachers who are entering
the Hi-tech field.

Conclusion

Children are more rapidly moving towards the
Hi-tech world along with other changes. If we use
these changes in our classrooms, the teachers ca
simplify their works. More than exploring the resource
materials from other places, the teachers can prepare
resource materials by themselves and they can include
children in resource preparation activities.

Sri. Haris Kolothodyis a Teacher CPAUPS Thiruvizhamkunny Palakkad,Kerala,
admin of ‘SchoolApp’ and District ConvengrET Club, Palakkad.
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A STUDY ON THE IMP ACT OF EDUCATIONAL INITIA TIVES OF
KUDUMBASREE IN ATTAPPADY BLOCK

Dr. V.T. Jayaram

Dr. K. Ramachandran

Abstract

The study is an attemptanalyse the strcture and activities of bridge school and bridge course r
by Kudumbasre ppject inAttappady Evaluating the effectiveness of the bridge school and bridge course
programme and to give suggestions for its betterment also becomes titod fhas study The findings
reveal that though the teachers of Bridge courgesaiongly suppating their pogramme , general pants
and officials feel the lack of pper coodination in its implementation. Systematic planning, monitoring and
coordination of diffeent agencies aressential for the success of thigject.

Intrduction
Government of Kerala accorded
administrative sanction to theAttappady

Comprehensivdribal and Particularlyvulnerable
Tribal Groups (ACTand PVTG) Development Project
on 3¢ September 2014he Empowered Committee
of the Ministry of Rural Development, Government
of India had approved the project on"IBebruary
2014.The project, supported by the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) is of seven years’
duration.

The project has been conceived as one with
potential to be a national model for working with tribal
groups in general and ParticulaxylnerableTribal
Groups (PVTGS) in particulalhe project aims at
comprehensive development of all the families of the
three tribal communities oAttappady Block in
Palakkad Districhmong the three tribal communities
- Irula, Muduga, and Kurumba - Kurumba is
considered a ParticulariulnerableTribal Group
(PVTG).

The geographical area commonly referred to as
Attappady is a rural development Block covering three
Grama PanchayatsAgali, Puduy and Sholayuit is
part of Mannarkkadraluk in Palakkad district.
Attappady border3amil Nadu on the northern and
eastern sides.

More than the National projects to uplift the
people ofAttappady Kudumbasree had also been

played a key role in the area through their Educational
initiatives.

The present study focused on the impact of bridge
course and Bridge school programme run by
kudumbasree iAttappady block.

Objectives

. To analyse the structure and activities of
bridge school

To analyse the structure and activities of
bridge course

. To Evaluate the éctiveness of the bridge
school and bridge course programme
. To give suggestions for the betterment of the

bridge school and bridge course programme)

Sample

Four bridge school teachers, 25 bridge school
students (Drop outs), 10 bridge school students
(Regulars), 5 ‘oorusamithihembers, 5 PMUL&ff, 4
animators, 60 bridge course teachers, 100 bridge
course students, 22 heads of schools and teachers, 1C
parents of bridge course students and 8 parents o
bridge school students

Tools

Interview schedules (for teachers, heads, PMU
staf and ‘oorusamithy’)questionnaire for students,
manual for focus group discussion and document
analysis
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Method of data collection

The study team visited selected bridge schools,
camps and hamlets to collect datae team conducted
focus group discussions with parents at Hamlets.
Made interview with dicials and teacher3he team
recorded all type of responses, expressions and
comments from the parents, and studehfier the
discussion the team analyzed the whole responses and
derived some conclusions.

The study team visited bridge schools and
verified records and collected data through desktop
analysis . Some case studies were also conducted for
this purpose.

Findings
Bridge school

The programe focused on school children and
give support for their school educatiorhe tribal
children are facing language problem in their class
rooms. Majority of the parents are not capable to
support in the study of their wards. Individual attention
is not given by the teachers in general. Some children
are drop out from the school by the negligence of
teachersThey disclosed the harassment they are
facing in schoolsThe study found the following
highlights in the bridge school programe.

. The program well gganized and run by
kudubasree with the financial assistance of
central government.

. School going children are the prime
beneficiaries of the programme.

. The children are getting a systematic way of
studies here.

. Every hamlet has a learning centre and have a
facilitator.
. The project supports the dropouts to

mainstreaming

. Many children have lack of support from their
parents in their study at home.

. The project supplements the gap in this area.

Bridge Course

. 70% of the Bridge course teachers admit that
some students are still in their home without
going to their schools.

. The main reasons of this drop outs are their
familial environment, lack of interest in
studies, tendency to make money by doing
some jobs, Medium of instruction ,Parental
education, Distance from the hamlets to their
school and the Lack of guidance and
Motivation.

. 82% of the Bridge course teachers opined that
the students who are attending the bridge
course are performing well in their studies.

. All the Bridge course teachers are in favor of
continuing the system .Because it will help to
reduce the drop outs and for the individual
development.

. The coordination of diérent agencies such as
ITDP, Health department, Excise, ST
Promoters etc is to be strengthened for the
effective functioning of Bridge course system.

65% of the teachers claimed that Parents are
aware of the Bridge course by thdeetive
involvement ofOorusamithyand Asha
workers

Conclusion

The socio economic status of parents in many
hamlets has been improvddhe educated parents are
supporting their wards and sending them to schools
regularly But the illiterate parents are still keeping
little interest for formal schooling he rivalry among
the members of same hamlets makes stumbling blocks
in the construction of bridge course centers in some
hamlets. Systematic planning, monitoring and
coordination of diferent agencies are essential for the
success of this project..

Reference

Guideines for Bridge schools and Bridge course
prepared by Kudumbasree project.

The materials prepared byuSents of Bridge schools.

Dr. K. Ramachandran and DA.T. Jayaram are Senior Lecturers,
District Institute of Education and Taining (DIET), Palakkad, Kerala.
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